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Abstract: Polymicrogyrias (PMG) are cortical malformations resulting from developmental abnorma-
lities. In animal models PMG has been associated with abnormal anatomy, function, and organization.
The purpose of this study was to describe the function and organization of human polymicrogyric
cortex using functional magnetic resonance imaging. Three patients with epilepsy and bilateral
parasagittal occipital polymicrogyri were studied. They all had normal vision as tested by Humphrey
visual field perimetry. The functional organization of the visual cortex was reconstructed using phase-
encoded retinotopic mapping analysis. This method sequentially stimulates each point in the visual
field along the axes of a polar-coordinate system, thereby reconstructing the representation of the
visual field on the cortex. We found normal cortical responses and organization of early visual areas
(V1, V2, and V3/VP). The locations of these visual areas overlapped substantially with the PMG. In five
out of six hemispheres the reconstructed primary visual cortex completely fell within polymicrogyric
areas. Our results suggest that human polymicrogyric cortex is not only organized in a normal fashion,
but is also actively involved in processing of visual information and contributes to normal visual
perception. Hum Brain Mapp 28:1302–1312, 2007. VVC 2007 Wiley-Liss, Inc.
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INTRODUCTION

Malformations of cortical development are important
causes of severe, childhood-onset epilepsy and may be asso-
ciated with developmental delay. They can arise from

abnormalities in various stages of embryogenesis and are
increasingly diagnosed through advanced MRI techniques
[Barkovich et al., 1995]. Polymicrogyrias (PMG) are a group
of malformations resulting from a disorder in neuronal cort-
ical organization related to intrauterine insults or genetic
factors [Guerrini, 2005]. The unlayered type consists of a
single layer of unlaminated neurons often present along the
lips of schizencephalies, while the four-layered type exhibits
intracortical laminar necrosis in place of layers 4 and 5 [Bar-
kovich et al., 1995]. On MRI, PMG is characterized by multi-
ple small convolutions separated by shallow and enlarged
sulci that are isointense to normal cortex [Barkovich et al.,
1995]. Clinical manifestations vary most closely with the
extent of malformation, and unilateral as well as bilateral
syndromes are described [Guerrini et al., 2003].
In animal models, PMG can be induced by neocortical

freeze lesions made transcrannially within 2 days after
birth. These induced PMG mimic morphological and clini-
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cal aspects of human four-layered PMG [Humphreys et al.,
1991]. Animal studies have demonstrated that PMG may
show variable responses to stimulation in terms of activa-
tion and organization. Some studies have shown reduced
activations with sensory stimulation [Schwindt et al.,
2004], while other studies showed a disruption of cortical
organization in the somatosensory cortex [Jacobs et al.,
1999b; Rosen et al., 2001] and a disruption of retinotopic
organization following lesions in the immature occipital
cortex [Restrepo et al., 2003].
Functional responses elicited by sensory stimulation can

be detected in human PMG using functional magnetic res-
onance imaging (fMRI) and evoked potential magnetoence-
phalography (MEG) techniques [Burneo et al., 2004; Inno-
centi et al., 2001; Ishitobi et al., 2005; Janszky et al., 2003;
Paetau et al., 2004]. These functional responses may exhibit
abnormal profiles [Ishitobi et al., 2005; Paetau et al., 2004]
and their locations may be displaced relative to gross mor-
phological features [Ishitobi et al., 2005; Paetau et al.,
2004]. In summary, abnormal anatomy, function, and orga-
nization in PMG cortex have been suggested. In addition,
a displacement of some functional responses due to the
presence of PMG has been proposed. Currently, it has not
been established whether the functional organization of
these response sites is preserved. Therefore, the purpose of
this study was to assess the cortical organization of visual
cortex in three patients with epilepsy with bilateral para-
sagittal occipital PMG.
The functional organization of visual cortex can be pre-

cisely determined [within !1 mm; Engel et al., 1997]
in vivo with fMRI using phase-encoded retinotopic map-
ping methodology [DeYoe et al., 1996; Dumoulin et al.,
2003; Engel et al., 1997; Sereno et al., 1995; Warnking et al.,
2002]. The phase-encoded retinotopic method sequentially
stimulates each point in the visual field along the axes of a
polar-coordinate system [Engel et al., 1994], thereby recon-
structing the representation of the visual field on the cor-
tex [Sereno et al., 1995]. By reconstructing the entire visual
representation without assuming a particular a priori lay-
out of the visual field, this technique allows a detailed
analysis of the pathological visual system [Baseler et al.,
1999, 2002; Morland et al., 2001; Sunness et al., 2004]. We
used an automatic volumetric phase-encoded retinotopic
mapping procedure that has been validated using simula-
tions and comparisons with surface-based technologies and
is now routinely applied in healthy subjects [Dumoulin et al.,
2003]. This methodology has been compared with cytoarchi-
tectonic analysis of the human visual cortex, revealing a good
correspondence of functional- and anatomical-derived segre-
gations of visual areas [Wohlschläger et al., 2005].

METHODS

Patients

We studied three male patients with bilateral occipital
parasagittal PMG (mean age 33 years, range of 21–44

years) and pharmacologically intractable epilepsy (Table I).
Deficits were present on neurological examination only in
patient 2 who had a right hemiparesis as well as border-
line intellectual functioning. Humphrey perimetry was
used to test visual fields in all three subjects and found to
be normal in each case. All three had multiple seizure
types, with focal as well as generalized events. Complex-
partial seizures in patients 1 and 3 consisted of lack of
awareness without any preceding aura, whereas patient 2
had simple motor seizures involving his right hand. None
had visual symptoms associated with seizures. Precise
localization of epileptogenic cortex using intracranial EEG
was not obtained in any of our patients because they were
not considered surgical candidates. Interictal epileptic dis-
charges were only noted on EEG in patients 1 and 3, and
discharges always involved wide areas of the scalp that
were either lobar (entire temporal lobe in patient 1) or
multilobar (temporal and pariental lobes in patient 3). In
addition, video-EEG recordings of seizures were obtained
for patient 3, and in each event the ictal onset was again
poorly localizing.
The three patients had been seizure-free for at least 48-h

prior to the fMRI experiments. All studies were performed
with written the informed consent of the patients and
were approved by the Montréal Neurological Institute
Research Ethics Committee. Malformations of cortical de-
velopment consisted of bilateral occipital PMG in all
patients, including the calcarine cortex (see Fig. 1). PMG
extended anteriorly to involve perisylvian cortex in patient
2. Patients 1 and 3 had in addition subcortical heterotpic
nodules.

Visual Stimuli

The visual stimuli were generated in the MatLab pro-
gramming environment using the PsychToobox [Brainard,
1997; Pelli, 1997] on a Macintosh G4 Powerbook, and dis-
played on a LCD projector (NEC Multisync MT820). The
total visual display subtended 308.
The patients were instructed to focus on a fixation dot in

the center of the stimulus. This fixation dot randomly
changed during the scan to an arrow pointing to either
left or right. When this occurred the patients indicated the
direction of the arrow by means of a mouse-press. The
subject’s performances were on average 99% correct. This
task ensured fixation of the patients and controlled their
attention.
Standard stimuli were used to create polar-angle and ec-

centricity maps of the visual cortex [Dumoulin et al., 2003;
Engel et al., 1994; Sereno et al., 1995]. Wedge and annulus
sections of a radial dynamic checkerboard were used for
the phase-encoded retinotopic mapping, which rotated
(clockwise and anticlockwise) and expanded/contracted,
respectively. Both stimuli completed a full cycle in 20 time
frames giving a total of 6 cycles per scanning run. Each
check in the checkerboard was filled with a random color,
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which was changed at a frequency of 8 Hz. The wedge
subtended 808.

Magnetic Resonance Imaging

The magnetic resonance images were acquired with a
Siemens Sonata 1.5 T MRI. The experiments were con-
ducted with the patients lying on their back with a
surface-coil (circularly polarized, receive only) centered
over their occipital poles. The head position was fixed by
means of a foam head-rest.
Multislice T2*-weighted gradient echo (GE) echo-planar

imaging (EPI) functional MR images (TR/TE ¼ 3000/51
ms, flip angle ¼ 908, number of slices ¼ 25 (contiguous),
slice thickness ¼ 4 mm) were acquired using a surface-coil
(receive only) with a 64 # 64 acquisition matrix and a 256
# 256 mm rectangular field of view. The slices were taken
orthogonal to the calcarine sulcus and covered the entire
occipital lobes. One hundred and twenty-eight measure-
ments (time frames) were acquired. Eight fMRI scans were
performed in each session. T1-weighted anatomical MR
images (aMRI) were acquired prior to the commencement
of the functional scans using the surface coil. This aMRI
used a 3D GE sequence (TR ¼ 22 ms, TE ¼ 9.2 ms, flip
angle ¼ 308, 256 # 256 mm rFOV) and yielded 80 sagittal
images with a thickness of 2 mm. After the fMRI session
T1-weighted aMRI images were acquired with a head-coil,
also with a 3D GE sequence, yielding 160 sagittal images
with isotropic voxel size of 1 mm3.

Processing of Anatomical Images

The aMRI scans were corrected for intensity nonuni-
formity [Sled et al., 1998] and automatically registered
[Collins et al., 1994] in a stereotaxic space [Talairach and
Tournoux, 1988]. The surface-coil aMRI, taken with the
functional images, was first coregistered with the head-coil
aMRI, thereby allowing an alignment of the functional
data with a head-coil aMRI and was subsequently regis-
tered into a stereotaxic space. This alignment was per-
formed with an automated script combining correction for
the intensity gradient in the surface-coil aMRI [Sled et al.,
1998] and intrasubject registration [Collins et al., 1994]. A
validation of this method was described in a previous
study [Dumoulin et al., 2000]. The aMRIs were classified
into gray-matter, white-matter, and CSF [Zijdenbos et al.,
2002], after which two cortical surfaces were automatically
reconstructed at the inner and outer edge of the cortex
[MacDonald et al., 2000]. The surface-normals of the corti-
cal models were smoothed to produce an ‘‘unfolded’’
model of the cortical sheet [MacDonald et al., 2000].
The areas of PMG were segmented manually in all

patients on the high-resolution 3D T1-weighted MRI by an
expert observer. Cortical areas were considered as PMG in
the presence of multiple small convolutions separated by
shallow and enlarged sulci producing the appearance of a
rather thick cortical ribbon, with variably irregular outer
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Figure 1.
Representative T1-weighted axial MRI of patient 1 (A), 2 (B), and 3 (C). The arrowheads point
to the areas of PMG. On the sagittal images, the asterisk shows the location of the calcarine sul-
cus. Right is right on the image.
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surface or gray-white matter junction. Microscopically,
PMG may be characterized either by unlayered PMG (thin
unlayered band of gray matter interrupted by branching
tissue from the molecular layer with a central blood vessel)
fusing of adjacent molecular layers or by four-layered
PMG, i.e. comprised of outer molecular layer, followed by
two neuronal layers separated by a paucicellular band
with myelinated fibers. This distinction could not be done
in our patients because it cannot currently be achieved in
vivo using MRI. Moreover, no histology was available
because none of our patients underwent epilepsy surgery.

Processing of Funcional Data
and Identification of Visual Areas

The first 8 timeframes of each functional run were
discarded due to start-up magnetization transients in the
data. All remaining timeframes were blurred with an
isotropic 3D Gaussian kernel (full-width-half-maximum ¼
6 mm) to attenuate high-frequency noise. The functional
scans were corrected for subject motion within and
between fMRI scan [Collins et al., 1994].
Early visual cortical areas were identified using volumet-

ric phase-encoded retinotopic mapping. The method and
validations are published in our previous study [COBRA
package; Dumoulin et al., 2003]. Briefly, the phase maps
were created by taking the phase of the fundamental fre-
quency (i.e., 6 cycles/scan) of the fMRI response. The
phases of the fundamental frequency varied as a function of
polar angle when the stimulus was the rotating wedge and
as a function of eccentricity when subjects viewed expand-
ing or contracting annuli. T-statistical maps were created
using a Spearman rank order test for each voxel, where the
phase of the design matrix is taken from the corresponding
phase map. By combining eccentricity and polar-angle
phase-maps with the anatomical MRI, the visual field signs
(VFS) of different visual areas could be segmented. To create
a weighted map of the VFS computation, the VFS map was
multiplied by the t-statistical map. The absolute values in
the resulting t-statistical weighted VFS maps (tVFS) indicate
statistical certainty of the VFS computation. Before this mul-
tiplication all values below 0 were set to 0 in the t-statistical
map to prevent VFS reversals. The statistical significance
was set to t-values of 4.7 corresponding to a P-value of 0.05
corrected for multiple comparisons [Worsley et al., 1996].
Neighboring visual areas could be identified due to oppo-
site field signs; i.e. V1, V2, V3/VP [Dumoulin et al., 2003;
Sereno et al., 1994, 1995].
Thus this method enabled us to reveal the cortical topo-

graphy of the visual field on the cortex by allowing a
description of the cortical organization in terms of cortical
area layout and neuronal arrangement within the areas.

RESULTS

Significant (P > 0.05) activations were observed in PMG
cortex in all six hemispheres (3 patients). An example of

the signal modulation induced by our stimulus paradigm
in a voxel within the PMG is shown in Figure 2. The six
stimulus cycles can be clearly distinguished, without
temporal smoothing, in the fMRI data.
The next step of the analysis reconstructs the retinotopic

layout of the visual field on the cortex [Dumoulin et al.,
2003]. Figure 3 shows the VFS weighted by the corre-
sponding t-statistical image of the six hemispheres. Thus,
the absolute tVFS value reflects the t-statistical value
whereas the sign reveals the VFS. The absolute tVFS
values reveal statistically significant activation in PMG
[jtj > 5, corresponding to P < 0.05, corrected for multiple
comparisons; Worsley et al., 1996].
Neighboring areas with different field signs can be

distinguished, and the visual areas can be identified based
on (1) their field sign, (2) what part of the visual field is
represented, and (3) their relative organization. In all pa-
tients, a large region of negative (mirror image) representa-
tion of the visual field is present in the medial occipital
lobe, around which regions with opposite field signs can
be distinguished corresponding to the known layout of
areas V1 and V2. Figure 3 shows the locations of V1 and
V2 in each hemisphere. The VFS pattern is identical to that
found in healthy subjects [Dumoulin et al., 2003; Sereno
et al., 1994, 1995; Wohlschläger et al., 2005]. The layout
corresponds to the known layout of areas V1 and V2 of
healthy subjects [Amunts et al., 2000; Clarke and Miklossy,
1990; DeYoe et al., 1996; Dumoulin et al., 2003; Engel et al.,
1997; Fox et al., 1987; Gilissen and Zilles, 1996; Gilissen
et al., 1995; Hasnain et al., 1998, 2001; Holmes, 1945;
Horton and Hoyt, 1991; Rademacher et al., 1993; Sereno
et al., 1995; Stensaas et al., 1974; Tootell et al., 1997;
Warnking et al., 2002; Wohlschläger et al., 2005; Wong and

Figure 2.
An example of a fMRI time intensity curve from one voxel in
polymicrogyric cortex (patient 2). No temporal filtering was
performed. Activity in PMG were modulated by the stimulus
paradigm (P < 0.01 corrected for multiple comparisons, 6 stimu-
lus cycles).
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Figure 3.
VFS maps are shown overlaid on the corresponding anatomical
images for a control subject and the three patients in a stereo-
taxic space, weighted by the corresponding t-statistical maps
(tVFS). For each patient two sagittal slices through each hemi-
sphere and a coronal slice are shown. Stereotaxic coordinates
are indicated next to the slices. Blue and yellow correspond to
opposite field signs, mirror and nonmirror image, respectively.

The color intensity (both blue and yellow) reflect the t-statistical
value (|t| ¼ 4.7 corresponds to P ¼ 0.05, corrected for multiple
comparisons). Different visual areas can be identified and are
labeled in the volumes. Polymicrogyric cortex is delineated by
red lines. [Color figure can be viewed in the online issue, which
is available at www.interscience.wiley.com.]
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Sharpe, 1999]. Polymicrogyric cortex is delineated by red
lines. From this figure it is apparent that for each hemi-
sphere of each patient a large portion of the PMG overlaps
with the tVFS maps.
The tVFS maps were also plotted on folded and unfolded

cortical surfaces (see Fig. 4). These surfaces do not neces-
sarily reconstruct all details of the PMG. This representa-
tion is done for visualization purposes only, since unlike
other retinotopic mapping methods, our analysis does not
depend on the cortical surfaces [Dumoulin et al., 2003].
Nevertheless, the surfaces provide a direct view of the
cortical sheet not easily revealed in 3D volumes. Besides
tVFS maps, the polar-angle phase maps are shown in iden-
tical views. The colors of the phase maps correspond to
the locations in the visual field as shown in the insets; the
intensities of colors in the phase-maps are also weighted
by the t-statistical maps in a scale identical to that of the
tVFS maps. The black lines are the borders of visual areas
as derived from the tVFS maps.
The surface based representation reveals the characteris-

tic alternation of VFS, which is in accordance with the
known layout of the visual areas. A large negative field
sign representation is surrounded by a region of positive
field sign, corresponding to visual areas V1 and V2. Bor-
dering V2 lays V3/VP with a negative field sign [Dumoulin
et al., 2003; Sereno et al., 1995]. The representations of the
polar-angle maps provide results similar to those of DeYoe
et al. [1996] and Engel et al. [1997], where on these kinds
of representations the borders of the visual areas are iden-
tified. These maps reveal a gradual alternation of the rep-
resentation of the polar-angle axis of the visual field. The
borders on the phase maps in Figure 4 are derived from
the corresponding tVFS maps and fall at the horizontal
and vertical meridia, as they are known to occur. Polymi-
crogyric cortex is shown in red on all surfaces except the
ones displaying of the polar-angle maps. The labeling of
PMG in the polar-angle maps has been left out since the
colored PMG overlays interfered with the visualization of
the color alternation of the polar-angle maps. The surface
views of the polar-angle maps are identical as the neigh-
boring surfaces on which the PMG are delineated.
Both the VFS patterns and polar-angle maps on the cort-

ical surfaces are in accordance with previous studies
[DeYoe et al., 1996; Dumoulin et al., 2003; Engel et al.,
1997; Sereno et al., 1995; Tootell et al., 1997; Warnking
et al., 2002]. In all patients and hemispheres visual area
V1, V2, V3/VP could be identified. The cortical organiza-
tion, both within and between areas, follows the known
cortical layout, even though substantial overlap between
the areas and PMG exist. Except for one hemisphere,
primary visual cortices are located in their entirety in PMG.

DISCUSSION

In this study we assessed the cortical organization and
visual function in three patients with epilepsy and occipi-

tal PMG using fMRI with phase-encoded retinotopic map-
ping methodology. Our results showed stimulus-driven
fMRI modulation in the PMG. The finding that signals can
be elicted from PMG is consistent with previous functional
imaging studies of visual system in animals [Schwindt
et al., 2004] and humans [Burneo et al., 2004; Innocenti
et al., 2001; Janszky et al., 2003; Paetau et al., 2004].
Using the phase-encoded retinotopic mapping methodol-

ogy for the first time in patients with PMG, we were able
to assess the functional organization of the visual cortex in
term of cortical area layout and the neuronal arrangement
within the areas. Our findings point to a normal cortical
organization of early visual areas, V1, V2, and V3/VP,
within PMG.
The intrinsic organization and layout of the cortical

areas as shown in Figures 3 and 4 are consistent with nor-
mal cortical topography of visual areas derived in human
subjects using fMRI [DeYoe et al., 1996; Dumoulin et al.,
2003; Engel et al., 1997; Sereno et al., 1995; Tootell et al.,
1997; Warnking et al., 2002] and positron emission tomog-
raphy [Fox et al., 1987; Hasnain et al., 1998, 2001]. Our
results are also consistent with those obtained from human
lesion studies [Holmes, 1945; Horton and Hoyt, 1991;
Wong and Sharpe, 1999] and human mylo and cytoarchi-
tectonic studies [Amunts et al., 2000; Clarke and Miklossy,
1990; Gilissen and Zilles, 1996; Gilissen et al., 1995; Rade-
macher et al., 1993].
In all but one hemisphere and within our stimulus range,

we found that primary visual cortex (V1) overlapped com-
pletely with the PMG. Primary visual cortex is essential
for normal visual perception, and any nonfunctional
regions of V1 lead to visual scotomas (blind spots) in cor-
responding retinotopic locations of the visual field
[Holmes, 1945], whereas local lesions in higher visual
areas lead to more complex visual deficits, but not neces-
sarily to scotomas. These visual scotomas, but not neces-
sarily more complex visual deficits, can be detected using
Humphrey perimetry [Wall, 2004; Wong and Sharpe,
2000]. All three patients in our study displayed normal
visual function as shown by Humphrey perimetry field
analyzer. This is consistent with studies reporting predom-
inantly normal visual function in patients with parieto-
occipital PMG [Guerrini et al., 1997; Zesiger et al., 2002].
Therefore, our results suggest that human polymicrogyric
cortex, or at least area V1 in PMG, is actively involved in
the processing of visual information and contributes to
normal visual perception.

Gross Anatomical Morphology

In our patients the gross anatomical morphology of the
occipital lobe was distorted (see Fig. 1). V1 is typically
found within the calcarine sulcus [Gilissen and Zilles,
1996; Rademacher et al., 1993; Stensaas et al., 1974]. The
calcarine sulcus is a large anterior-posteriorly oriented
sulcus located roughly halfway the medial wall of the
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Figure 4.
tVFS images are shown for a control subject and the three
patients overlaid on their corresponding folded and unfolded
cortical surfaces. All surfaces are viewed from a medio-posterior
viewpoint. Sulci are colored darker gray then the gyri. The
corpus callosum (cc) is labeled to facilitate orientation on the
surfaces. Besides surfaces overlaid with the tVFS maps, the same
surfaces are shown overlaid with colored polar-angle phase maps
in identical views. Thus, all left and right surfaces are shown in

identical views but contain different information. The visual fields
reflected by the colors of the polar-angle map are indicated in
the circular window. The intensity of the phase maps is weighted
by the t-statistical maps identical to the tVFS maps. The black
lines indicate borders between visual areas derived from the
tVFS maps. The star indicates the approximate cortical represen-
tation of the fovea. [Color figure can be viewed in the online
issue, which is available at www.interscience.wiley.com.]
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occipital lobe [Ono et al., 1990]. In patient 2, the calcarine
sulcus extended onto the dorsal side of the occipital lobe,
whereas in patient 3, it was located ventromedially (see
Fig. 1, 3, and 4). Even though this particular variation of
the calcarine sulcus may still fall within normal bounds
[Amunts et al., 2000; Dumoulin et al., 2003; Wohlschläger
et al., 2005], the observation that the site of visual cortex
in PMG may be shifted with regard to gross anatomical
features is consistent with previous studies localizing
somatosensory, auditory, and visual cortex, where these
localizations were shifted with respect to gross morpho-
logical anatomy [Janszky et al., 2003; Paetau et al., 2004].
Using PET and MEG source localization, a shift of motor
[Richardson et al., 1998], visual [Richardson et al., 1998],
and somatosensory activation [Burneo et al., 2004] has
also been described relative to normal anatomy in other
malformations of cortical development. Our results indi-
cate that, although there may be a shift in the overall
location of visual cortical areas, the intrinsic organization
and function can still be preserved.

Functional and Morphological Properties of PMG

Previous functional studies using MEG in patients
with PMG have reported abnormal signals elicited by
sensory stimulation from polymicrogyric cortex [Ishitobi
et al., 2005; Paetau et al., 2004]. These abnormal MEG
signals consisted primarily of reduced [Ishitobi et al.,
2005; Paetau et al., 2004], but also of giant MEG activity
[Ishitobi et al., 2005] in response to sensory stimulation.
The MEG signal is influenced by the cortical morphology
[Hillebrand and Barnes, 2002], the abnormal gyrification
in PMG may create tangential sources on opposing sulcal
walls. When these sources are active simultaneously and
synchronously, they create opposing tangential dipoles,
the field pattern of which will mostly cancel each other
out [Ahlfors et al., 1999; Srinivasan, 1999]. Thus, infer-
ring abnormal function from MEG studies is problematic
due to the large alterations in cortical anatomy. On the
other hand, because the source of signal origin and spa-
tio-temporal resolutions of the fMRI and MEG differ, it
is possible that the abnormal MEG and normal fMRI sig-
nals reflect distinct aspects of neuronal functioning in
PMG.
BOLD fMRI on the other hand relies on hemodynamic

signals and may be susceptible to vascular anomalies asso-
ciated with PMG. Furthermore, retinotopic mapping meth-
ods rely on both the anatomical and functional informa-
tion. Therefore, anatomical malformations could distort
retinotopic maps of an otherwise normal functional organi-
zation. Although we cannot exclude any of these distor-
tions, we do not believe that they play a significant role in
our data, primarily, because we were able to reconstruct
normal functional organization. More specifically, in order
to prevent aliased signals due to the resolution differences
of the anatomical and functional data, the anatomical data

was resampled to the resolution of the functional data —
thereby limiting the occurrence of aliased retinotopic
volumetric maps [Dumoulin et al., 2003] but decreasing
their resolution (!6 fwhm).
The normal functional organization in our PMG patients

is in contrast to animal studies where functional organiza-
tion has been found to be disrupted by the presence of
PMG in somatosensory cortex [Jacobs et al., 1999b; Rosen
et al., 2001]. Several explanations may be provided for
this apparent discrepancy. The animal model for PMG is
produced by neocortical freeze lesions made within 48 h
of birth in rat pups, creating hypoxic-ischemic lesions
similar to those in human PMG. Since the mechanism
through which the PMG is created in animals is dissimilar
to the pathogenic origins of the human form of the disease,
the microgyral organization may also be different, with
perhaps neuronal organization being less disrupted in our
patients compared to that observed in animal models of
PMG. In addition, different type of cortices may undergo
differential pattern of neuronal organization, and a compa-
rison of retinotopic organization in animal models of PMG
would be more suitable. However, to our knowledge, there
have been no such studies yet (for a study showing dis-
ruption of visual cortical organization by lesions during
cortical development in ferrets see, Restrepo et al., 2003].
On the other hand, the spatial resolution of our in vivo
fMRI images is poorer than the in vitro stained section
methods used in animal studies. Thus, subtle disruptions
of the retinotopic organization may have gone unrecog-
nized in our patients.
In PMG organization of cortical layers is disrupted

[Barkovich et al., 1995] and the formation of microgyri
may be related to focal loss of certain lamina [Jacobs et al.,
1999a]. Given the profoundly abnormal cortical morphol-
ogy in our patients, it is surprising to find intact visual
function and organization within PMG, and this suggests
either a considerable redundancy in cortical visual circuitry
or a significant plasticity of the polymicrogyric cortex
involved in the processing of visual inputs. These findings
are in line with our previous observation in patients with
subcortical band heteropia showing that the abnormally
layered subcortical band may sustain normal sensorimotor
function [Jirsch et al., 2006]. While visual organization
remains intact in our PMG patients, it is less clear whether
these grossly abnormal occipital areas are involved in the
genesis of these patients’ seizures as intracranial EEG
studies were not performed. Although polymicrogyric cor-
tex has been shown to be intrinsically epileptogenic [Bast
et al., 2005; Jacobs et al., 1999a], but this may be limited to
only small fractions of a lesion that often spans several
lobes [Kobayashi et al., 2005]. The absence of occipital
discharges on scalp EEG or visual features in the semiology
of seizures is similar to other series [Guerrini et al., 1997;
Kuzniecky et al., 1997], and our normal functional data
may further suggest that cortex separate from primary
visual areas may be most important in the generation of
these patients’ attacks.
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SUMMARY AND PRACTICAL
CONSIDERATIONS

Normal visual function and cortical organization were
observed in three patients with bilateral occipital PMG.
More specifically, primary visual cortex (V1) was localized
within PMG and normal visual function was described by
Humphrey perimetry tests. Because nonfunctional regions
in V1 result in blind spots in the visual field [Holmes,
1945], these results suggest that PMG cortex is actively
contributing to visual perception. As suggested by other
functional studies [Burneo et al., 2004; Janszky et al., 2003;
Jirsch et al., 2006; Paetau et al., 2004; Richardson et al.,
1998], the evaluation of cortical function and organization
may be relevant when considering surgery in patients with
malformations of cortical development.
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